
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Live the Story: Eyes Wide Open 
Matthew 9:35-38 

 
Last week we were encouraged to not just here the story, but live the story 

It started with wisemen/gentiles/outsiders going to Bethlehem to worship 
the King of the Jews 

And so I challenged you to Pray that God would open your eyes to the 
Bethlehem right in front of you (1st Advent Challenge - the first thing in 
the morning prayer)   
 The wondrous Christ right in front of you 

And seeing Christ my hope is you imitate the wisdom of the 
wisemen and pay him homage 

 
The Advent Story is surely a Worship Story  

that calls us out of our safe places, to follow Christ 
We worship because we marvel, and to offer thanks for some benefit 
we received.   
 

But before it is a Worship Story, the Advent Story is a Mission Story,  
a rescue mission story writ large 

  It’s not saving Private Ryan It’s saving humanity 
   
Though we sing sweet songs this time of year the Bethlehem Mission is not the 
least bit sentimental, suicide missions rarely are sentimental.  

Though for those of us who follow Christ, that mission has a strong pull on 
our hearts, souls, lives. 

I knew I wanted to be part of the Mission of God from almost the very 
beginning.   I do not mean I wanted to be a pastor.  It meant I wanted 



 

to be part of the work of God.  I wanted to spend my life on something 
that mattered, mattered eternally 

 
The Mission of God or of Christ is described throughout the NT 
 In the first instance… John the Baptist says it succinctly  

Here, is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world! 
 
He’s not talking about a cute easter lamb, but a sacrificial lamb 

 
One point of definition 

We think of mission as a work of the church, that we do for God (brag) 
Or worse as an arm of the church – that our missional experts do for us 

  But it is more than that mission is an attribute of God 
When we engage in it you could say  

we are engaging in godliness, not good works 
we are joining with Christ, not virtue signaling 

 
 David Bosch, Leslie Newbegin, Darrell Guder,  
  Georg Vicedom  in the 50s 

Karl Hartenstein in the 30s  
 Aquinas – in the 13th century - the sending God 
  Augustine – trinitarian sending.  

The sending of the Son by the father 
The sending of the Spirit by the F and S 

 
The Blues Brothers had it better than our denominations, and parachurch 
mission orgs 
 We’re on a Mission from God 
Elwood: It's 106 miles to Chicago, we got a full tank of gas, half a pack of 
cigarettes, it's dark... and we're wearing sunglasses. Jake: Hit it. 
Elwood: We're on a mission from God. 
 If your sent to help with Childrens ministry 
 If your sent to your neighbor  
 If your sent to a colleague  

 
 



 

 
 
Since Advent is a Mission Story 
 We pray 
  First we pray we would see Bethlehem right in front of us 
   Morning Prayer 
  Second we pray we would see the need right in front of us 
   Lunch Prayer 
 
 
Our prayer for this Sunday is open our eyes to the need 
 The mission of God 
  Of course seeks to be with and like God in mission 
   To be as Jesus was 
   To see as Jesus saw 
   To feel as Jesus 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 9:35–38 (NRSV) 
(Parallel Lk 10:2–3 – but it doesn’t mention the motivation of compassion) 

(Other references to compassion in Matthew 14:14; 15:32; 20:34) 
OT References to sheep without a shepherd – Numbers 27:17 Ezekiel 34:5,23 

 

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing 
every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest.”  
 
 
 



 

Do you typically notice need, or do you focus on task?  This is a personality 
question (Mary and Martha) not a spirituality question. 
 
 
How does 24-hour news, with a high priority on telecasting tragedy, affect your 
soul? 
 
 
What motivates Jesus in mission? 
 Compassion     =   σπλαγχνίζομαι 

Guts / Intestines   =   σπλαγχνα 
In Hebrew/Greek the most basic emotions are attributed to your 
intestines, the more refined emotions are attributed to the heart. 

   For Greeks this basic/raw emotion is usually anger 
   For Jesus (Christians) this basic/raw emotion is compassion 
There is a lot of teaching in our culture about being a rational (emotionally 
invulnerable) leader.  Do you think of Jesus as a deeply emotional shepherd or a 
deeply rational shepherd? 
 
 
Does the prayer request suggest that there are there too many for Jesus?  Or 
does it suggest that is one of our specific duties as disciples?  Or both? 
 Notice how chapter 10 begins. 
 
 
 
In what harvest field has God placed you?  How would you act like a caring 
shepherd there?   
 
 
In YOUR field where do you see the harassed and helpless?  Who are they? 
 
 
 
 
 


