
AP 49 

Matthew / Κατα Μαθθαιον / According to Matthew 
 
The gospel of Matthew was attributed to the apostle of the same name early on, though this is 
contested today.  It doesn’t matter much to us as the book was written anonymously.  
However, I really like the idea of Matthew as the author. 

Whenever I read Matthew, I remember a tax collector - a well-dressed thug?  I find that good 
bad people1 speak loudly to me.  Occasionally, I will catch myself reading Matthew with an 
exaggerated South Philadelphia Rocky Balboa accent – who by the way is a classic good bad 
person.  Rascals with good hearts – Jean Valjean’s if you’re a more literary soul.  This is not a 
stretch – the Talmud2 describes tax collectors as “robbers”.   I know it is impolitic to categorize, 
but it just provides a starting place, and an important one for me at least.  Important because if 
Luke was the Gospel to the Outsiders, Matthew is the Gospel to the Insiders.  Not often thinking 
of myself as an insider, I find this idea of a gospel of the Insiders slightly off-putting for me.  But 
then Ι just remember that God trusted an outsider with the task of writing this Gospel and I am 
good to go.  I prefer to think of him as Matty, and when I do, I could almost call Matthew my 
favorite gospel.   

Matthew’s major focus: Who is Christ? What is discipleship? What is the Kingdom of God?  
What is the Church/Mission?  Also, If John like conversations/discourse, then Matthew likes 
sermons.  If Luke shows us the King, Matthew shows us the Kingdom.  If Mark is fast paced, 
Matthew is deliberate and unhurried. 

Matthew’s major concern is to show his Jewish audience Jesus’ ancient credentials.  Jesus is not 
someone new, but someone who the OT teaches we should have expected.  To the average 
Jewish person, Jesus is a disrupter, but Matthew reminds them and us that he is and always 
was God’s disrupter- the promised Messiah, one whose origin from of old, from ancient days3.  
So, you see a lot of quoting of the OT in Matthew. 

 
1 When I am reading fiction or watching a show, I find it helpful to do the unthinkable and put people in boxes. My 
categories of characters are  

1. good/bad characters - e.g., Dead Pool in Dead Pool, Rocky in Rocky, and my all-time favorite Jean 
Valjean in Les Miserable    
2. bad/good characters. E.g. Professor Umbridge in the Hogwarts books, Leo Beebe in Ford vs Ferrari, 
Nurse Ratched in One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest (She might just be bad/bad)  
3. Less commonly in literature and film I run across bad/bad who is evil through and through E.g. 
Voldemort, Satan in Paradise Lost, but also Amon Goeth in Schindler’s List.  
4. Far less commonly the good/good person – the Christ figure in literature – Prince Myshkin in 
Dostoyevsky’s The Idiot, Simon in Lord of the Flies, Groot in Guardians of the Galaxy.   

I am a sucker for the good bad character.  Matthew is a good bad soul. 
2 The Talmud is a Jewish compilation of the oral rabbinic teachings from the 1st and 2nd century CE.  I think of it like 
our confessions, which are not inspired but they are important secondary sources.  It is written in a very succinct 
and terse style, which lends itself to study more than reading.  
3 Micah 5:2 



Sunday, Nov 27 Matthew 1:18-2:23  (Pretty appropriate for the first Sunday of Advent) 
For Reflection:  What most strikes you about the nativity 
narrative?  There is so much to choose from: the humble moral 
circumstances, the scarcity and poverty into which the Messiah 
was born, the fulfillment of scripture, the choices made by young 
adults, the depravity of Herod, the vulnerability of God, the 
providential involvement of angels etc. etc.  How does this aspect 
of the birth of Christ deepen your understanding of God? 

     Lagniappe: Isaiah 7:10-14 
 
Monday, Nov 28 Matthew 3:13-4:11 

For Reflection: We hold a core value at Northminster of being 
Christ-centered. It is interesting that even God the Father is 
Christ centered, the only two times he speaks in the NT he speaks 
of his Son (see also Matthew 17:5).  I wonder who heard the 
Father’s voice and what affect it had on them.  What tempts you?  
What is your Achilles heel?  How does Jesus combat temptation?     

     Lagniappe: Hebrews 4:15, 1 Corinthians 10:13 
 
Tuesday, Nov 29 Matthew 5  (It’s hard to not include the whole sermon 5-7, but…) 

For Reflection:  This text, the Sermon on the Mount, is the focus 
of literally hundreds of books.  My favorite, Bonhoeffer’s Cost of 
Discipleship. Discipleship in the kingdom of God is quite counter-
cultural.  Verse 1-12: Which of the beatitudes most encourages you 
today?  Verses 13-16:  Where are you being salt or light in the world?  
Verses 17-48:  How seriously does Jesus take the kingdom 
lifestyle/morality/ethics? 

     Lagniappe: Isaiah 42:6 

 

Wednesday, Nov 30 Matthew 10  
For Reflection:  The Sermon at the Threshold – on the church 
and it’s being sent into mission.  The Church is Missional!  Mission 
carries risks, but God is with us.  Verses 29-31 are core belief 
verses for me.  I find it amazing to look at the wonders of creation 
(think of the new pics we are getting to see from the Webb 
telescope), and then consider the mighty power and wisdom of 
God that brought them into being, and then consider that that 
God notices and loves me/you.  When is the last circumstance that 
you needed to know you were loved by God? What reminded you of 
that love?     

     Lagniappe: Matthew 28:19-20, Psalm 23 
 
Thursday, Dec 1 Matthew 13 



For Reflection: Here we have the Sermon on the Shore.  7 
parables on the kingdom of heaven.  When we pray the Lord’s 
prayer, we pray… Thy kingdom come.  Here is one long extended 
look at God’s kingdom!  In what one way has your understanding 
of God’s kingdom been deepened by these parables?  The Bible is 
full of kingdoms, most don’t endure, what kingdoms, other than 
God’s, pull at you?  I am tempted by the kingdom of Greg, its 
greatest commandment is selfishness.  I feel the menace of the 
secular kingdom almost every day. 

     Lagniappe:  Psalm 95 
 
Friday, Nov 19 Matthew 21:1-32   

For Reflection: This chapter begins Jesus’ last week.  Two 
responses to Jesus are detailed in this chapter 1) the response of 
acceptance with praise.  2) the response of rejection and 
interrogation.  Believing children, prostitutes and tax collectors are 
lifted up as models in this chapter, how does that make you feel? 
Why does Jesus do this?  How are you responding to God this week? 

     Lagniappe: Psalm 8 
 
Saturday, Nov 20 Matthew 24 

For Reflection: Many are surprised to find out much of the 
eschatological teaching (teaching regarding end times) in the 
Bible is found in the Gospels (see also Mark 13: and Luke 21).  This 
is the Sermon in the Grove (I am making up these names for 
these sermons but I think it works.) This sermon is for his disciples 
who believe, not for the crowds – Why do you think Jesus limits his 
audience here?  There are signs that attend his coming, but no one 
is certain about the hour.  If you knew Jesus was coming back in 6 
months, how would that knowledge affect your life for good or for 
bad? There is great suffering during this time.  Many false 
Prophets and Messiahs. 

     Lagniappe: Isaiah 13:6-8 

  

 

 


