
AP 51 
Esther and Daniel 

 

These two books loudly proclaim the providential care of God.  Even in the worst moments - 
when almost everyone feels God is absent, God provides.  So, If you feel like you are constantly 
tested never trusted, or surrounded by lions, or on the anvil, or surrounded by vicious political 
schemers… well then read on.   

As you read this week, identify how God cares for his people.  It is clear we do not live in 
similarly extreme situations, still I encourage you to ask yourself, “Where and when have you 
experienced the providential care of God?”  In both books it is easy to see parallels with Joseph 
in Genesis -another story of God’s providence.  

Esther and Daniel are written during the post-exilic period, as were Ezra/Nehemiah1, 
Chronicles and Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi2.    

I need timelines to wrap my arms around texts like these, so here’s a highly abridged timeline 
of the first three great empires (apologies to China which probably had an Empire at this time 
too) 

 Assyrian Empire - 911-612ish 
722 - Assyrian Empire destroys the Northern Kingdom (Tiglath Pileser III)  

    
Median/Babylonian Empire 612-539 

605 -562 - Nebuchadnezzar, followed by 4/5 weaker Kings 
   586 - Jerusalem/Judah destroyed  

Multiple deportations including Daniel and his 3 friends (Chp 1) 
 Persian Empire 539 - 333 

Cyrus, Darius, Xerxes, Artaxerxes… 
  

The Book of Daniel is interpreted variously as romance, court tale, myth, legend, history, 
prophetic, and as apocalyptic3 (think of apocalyptic as prophetic literature with an exclusive 
and extended focus on the last days).  You see the problem…  I interpret chaps 1-6 as historical 
and 7-12 as apocalyptic.  In chapters 1-6 Daniel comes to us as the interpreter of dreams. In 
chapters 7-12 he is the dreamer of dreams.   There are numerous date stamps throughout the 
first part e.g. 1:1, 1:21, 2:1 etc, that suggest more than a legend, myth, tale.  Yet, this 
understanding is not something I would fight over, it’s just not clear.   

Daniel brings us some of our best Bible stories and phrases that remain with us 2500 years later 
as idioms. “Feet of Clay” is still used to describe hidden weakness or a character flaw - this 
idiom comes from Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream in chp 2:36-45; “The handwriting is on the 
wall” is still used to describe a foregone & negative conclusion and finds its origins in chapter 5. 

 
1 Last week’s study  
2 We will look at the last 3 minor prophets in two weeks  
3 Revelation is the only other canonical book that utilizes apocalyptic to this degree. 



Fun Fact: The Bible comes to us largely in Hebrew or Greek.  However, Ezra and Daniel were 
originally written in Aramaic.  It probably makes sense to date their writing in the same general 
time. 

 

Sunday, Dec 11 Daniel 1-2 
For Reflection:  Time Stamp in 1:1 - we are at the beginning of 
the exile.  When have you found yourself in a situation that feels 
foreign?  ?  Where do you see power that has feet of clay? 

     Lagniappe: Gen 41:1-3 

 

Monday, Dec 12  Daniel 3  

For Reflection: What convictions are you unwilling to compromise 
over?  How is or has God been with you in your furnace? 

 Lagniappe: 1 Corinthians 3;10-15 

 
Tuesday, Dec 13 Daniel 7 

For Reflection:  Now we get into apocalyptic with its heavy use of 
symbolism. Now it’s Daniel dreaming and not Nebuchadnezzar.   
The chapter divides into two sections.  First, Daniel’s dream with 
its 4 beasts coming out of the sea4 and one like the Son of Man5 
(Human Being in NRSV) coming with the clouds of heaven.  The 
second section is the interpretation of the dream starting with vs 
15. Who is this “One like a Son of Man”?  What is true of his 
kingdom? 

Lagniappe: Matthew 24:30 or Matthew 26:64, or Mark 
13:26, or 14:62, or Luke 21:27 

 
Wednesday, Dec 14 Daniel 12 

For Reflection:  Here’s Daniel’s description of the end of time.  I 
love verse 8 when Daniel states he did not understand.  On the 
other hand, I’m not such a big fan of verse 9 when Daniel is 
essential told, “You’re gonna have to be okay with not 

 
4 Generally, the beast are identified this way: the winged lion is the Assyrian Empire and Nebuchadnezzar, the 
bear is the Median Empire, the leopard is the Persian Empire, and the fourth beast is the Greek Empire, The 10 
horns the Seleucid kings following Alexander, and the awful little horn Antiochus IV Epiphanes (AE).  Interestingly 
3 leaders were assassinated to allow AE to rule.  Many feel Daniel was written after 168 BCE (When AE defiled the 
temple) because of the prophecies. 
5 The Son of Man is Jesus’ favorite self-designation (82 times this title is used in the Gospel accounts to refer to 
Jesus).  However, the one who is “like a son of man” could be Gabriel or Michael as they occupy a large role from 
chapter 8 on.  The description of the Sons of Man’s kingdom and rule (7:13-14) fit Jesus better than Michael or 
Gabriel. The angels Michael and Gabriel are only mentioned in 4 books of the Bible: Daniel, Luke, Jude, and 
Revelation. This is the challenge of apocalyptic literature… there is so much we don’t know! 



understanding.” What in the life of faith cause you the most 
confusion?  How comfortable are you with trusting God until the 
confusion is cleared up?  What is your big takeaway from this or any 
Biblical discussion on how things end?  

     Lagniappe: John 5:28-29 

 

The Book of Esther tells a story of depravity/intrigue/persecution/courage/redemption.  You 
could say it is a book of ironic reversals that culminates in chapter 6 when Haman is forced to 
give a royal reward to Mordecai.  The story occurs during the reign of Xerxes I (AKA - 
Ahasuerus - 486-465 BCE).  The book has 4 main characters: Xerxes - King of Persia who is 
presented as a drunken, petulant king6, who is more than a bit of a push-over.  Mordecai is a 
faithful, wise, and effective Jewish leader and the uncle of … Esther - a queen replacement 
(Vashti was deposed in the 1st chapter) and the niece of Mordecai. Lastly, there is Haman the 
antagonist in the story.   

Some view Esther as history, others view Esther as a story that serves as the basis for the Feast 
of Purim.  The dreidel comes from this story based on Haman’s rolling of the dice = pur = Feast 
of Purim (3:7).  

Esther wasn’t accepted into the Jewish canon until the 3rd century CE.  In the reformation 
Martin Luther had a particularly dim view of the book.  It has quite a lot of violence, alcohol and 
God is not mentioned once.7   

 

Thursday, Dec 15 Esther 3 
For Reflection: In the previous two chapters we were introduced 
to Xerxes/Ahasuerus, Mordecai, and Esther, now we meet 
Haman8.  To be clear this is a chapter that records the plotting of 
a genocide .When have you felt most vulnerable?  How was God 
part of that experience? 

Langiappe: Luke 2:10-12. God knows what it is to be 
vulnerable 

 

 

 
6 This is surely overstatement because Xerxes and Darius before him ruled the Persian empire at its territorial 
apogee.  His kingdom stretched from India in the east, to Greece in the west, to Egypt in the North, and to the 
borders of Russia in the north.  In Greece, it was his army that fought the Leonidas and the Greeks at 
Thermopylae.  So at least regarding territorial expansion he was no slouch.  Alexander felt threatened enough by 
Xerxes to conduct a smear campaign 40 years after Xerxes’ death.  Though he was assassinated in 465 by 
Artaxerxes, so he wasn’t particularly beloved. 
7 The only other book in the Bible that fails to mention God is Song of Solomon.   
8 Haman is called an Agagite, Agag was a King of the Amalekites who fought Saul (1 Sam 15).  The Amalekites 
trace their genealogy back to Esau.  This battle and Saul’s sparing of Agag led to the rejection of Saul by God and 
the anointing of David as king (1 Sam 16).  This is to say, this isn’t a simple story of political intrigue, it is a collision 
of ancient enemies.   



Friday, Dec 16 Esther 4 
For Reflection:  From this chapter we get the well-known words 
“For just such a time as this”.  This may be the closest we get to 
the naming of God in the Book of Esther.  These words assume 
God working providentially in the background as do the words of 
Esther that follow.  What is the last courageous act you have done 
on behalf of God or God’s people?  How did it go?  There are no 
guarantees that’s why Esther says. “If I perish, I perish.” 

     Lagniappe:  A Courageous Advent Passage - Luke 1:26-38 

 

Saturday, Dec 17 Esther 5/6/7. If your pressed for time just read 6 it explains the reversal 
For Reflection:  When have you experienced a reversal?  How was 
God part of it? 

     Lagniappe:  Now here’s a reversal - Philippians 2:5-11  

  

   

  

 

 


