The Chaser – 11/27/2022
Live the Story: An Example
Matthew 2:9–11 (NRSV)
9 When

they (wise men) had heard the king (Herod), they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place
where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

A star (nature) leads these wisemen to Jerusalem (see 2:2), Scripture leads them to Bethlehem
(See 2:6). Scripture and Nature are often called the two books of God’s revealing. (Psalm 19
contrasts these two ways of God revealing himself.) Nature and scripture led the magi to
Jesus, what or who led you to faith in Jesus?
It is probable that many are content to hear, or even tell the story and then stop with that
level of knowledge of God. When Greg talks about living the story – how is that different?
Do you think of living the story as more costly, or as a source of more
richness/depth/meaning in life?
The magi evidence humility, can you live the story without coming to Jesus in worship?
We often think of worship as an event we attend, the Magi worship as an act and an
attitude. To worship someone(thing) demands humility.
The magi evidence generosity, can you live the story without giving of yourself?
How can you be magi-like – How can you go to Bethlehem or to Jesus – when you are
separated by thousands of miles and thousands of years?

It seems the magi have nothing to gain, so why do they worship and why do they lavish Jesus
with gifts? (Revelation 4:11, 5:12)
Why does Matthew include this story of wisemen/magi coming from the East? What does it
signify?
The Gospel of Matthew begins (2:1-12) and ends (28:19-20) with a big nod to the
Gentile nations. Why would God give such priority to those who were not even his
people?
There is a lot we don’t know about these Magi (specific nationality, specific occupation),
but Isaiah 47 is an indictment of Babylon and its diviners/magi (in verses 12-13). Why
would God include them?

