The Chaser - 06/19/22
Inspire: Crop Report
Acts 2:41-47
1. What characteristics do you consider signs a healthy church?
Consider the possibilities…
Church Culture Characteristics
Church Impact (measured how). Quantitative / Qualitative
Theological Characteristics
Organizational/Polity/Governance Characteristics
Church Size (measured how)
Financial Strength (measured how)
Spiritual Growth (measured how)
So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. They
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came
upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together
and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any
had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added
to their number those who were being saved.

2. Is this passage a model or vision for the church everywhere, or is this a report of the first days of the
church, or is it a bit of both?
3. Identify the healthy fruit you see at Northminster or your community of faith.
4. Identify the fruit in your own life that you attribute to God’s work in you.
5. Questions to consider over the next week
a. Verse 42 - To what are you devoted?
b. Verse 43 - When have you experienced awe? Did it ever involve the church/God?
Some aspects of this description were measured in days not years. Just consider the next chapters in which we read (Chp. 4, also 5) of
church leadership arrested (doesn’t sound like goodwill of all for very long), we read (Chp. 5) that the church’s generous spirit was
sullied by Ananias and Sapphira, we read (Chp. 6) that the Greek believers felt uncared and that there was ethnic tension within the
church, and then (Chp. 7-8) we have the first martyr and a whole church persecuted. What happened to that goodwill of all people?

